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SECTION A
Read the following passage & select the most appropriate answers for questions given below: [04]
The Buddha answered, “I want a handful of mustard- seed.” And when the girl in her joy promised to procure
it, the Buddha added, “The mustard-seed must be taken from a house where no one has lost a child,
husband, parent or friend.”
1. Who is I in the passage?
(a) Kiaa Gotami
(b) A monk
(c) Gotam’s Son
(d) Buddha
2. Buddha asked the girl for a handful of ___ seeds.
(a) Wheat
(b) Rice
(c) Mustard
(d) Mazine
3. Find the word from the passage which means the same as ‘Obtain’
(a) Get it
(b) Procure
(c) Ordered
(d) Found
4. Whom did Buddha asked for a handful of mustard seeds?
(a)Girl
(b) Man
(c) boy
(d) Chil
Fill in the Blanks choosing the correct words given in the bracket and write the answers only.
[04]
(mortals, broken, danger, earthen)
As ripe fruits are early in ____ (5) of falling, so ____ (6) when born are always in danger of death. As
all ____ (7) vessels made by the potter end in being ____ (8), so is the life of mortals
Answer the questions in five to six sentences each
[08]
9. What does Mandela mean when he says he is “simply the sum of all those African patriots.” Who has
gone before him?
10. Who won the drawing and colouring contest? What had the winner drawn?
11. Describe the first flight of the young seagull
12. Sketch the character of Stephen Chubukov.
OR
How did Valli save money to travel by bus?

SECTION B
Read the following verse and answer the following questions:
The fog comes on little cat feet.
It sits looking over harbour and city
On silent haunches and then moves on
13. What is the fog compared with?
14. Explain, “On silent haunches”
Select the correct figures of speech from option given below:
15. ‘Meowch! Cried Ink, and ooh! Cried Belinda.’
(a) Simile
(b) Metonymy
(c) Onomatopoeia
(d) Alliteration
16. No use to say ‘O there are other balls.’
(a) Metaphor (b) Synecdoche
(c) Litotes
(d) Internal Rhyme
Answer the question in five to six sentences
17. Where should the tiger have been, according to the poet?
18. How will the world end? Support your answer with scientific explanation.
19. Write the significance of the title of poem “Amanda”
OR
What is the central theme of the poem “The trees”?
Answer the question in five to six sentences
20. What more does Bill say about Lutkins and his family?
21. Why does the marriage not take place?
22. Why was the 20th century called the ‘Era of the book’?
OR
“Griffin was rather a lawless person.” Comment
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SECTION C
The following paragraph has not been edited. There is one error in each line. Write the error and its
correction as shown in the example.
Error Correction
One day a wonderful plate full in gold
e.g.
in
of
fell from Heaven into a courtyard of
(23)
a temple at Banaras; so on the
(24)
plate these words were inscribe.
(25)
"A gift from Heaven to he who
(26)
loves better". The priests at once
(27)
made a announcement that everyday at noon
(28)
Fill in the blanks using articles(s), conjunction(s) and preposition(s) at the correct place. Write answer
only
[03]
Spiders are one of the (29) ……… (more/most/less/least) fascinating of creatures. Several hundred
species are (30) ……… (found/find/lose/lost) in India. They are quick to get away when we come too
close to them. They (31) …… (less/hardly/had/often) don't sting. Nor is their bite severe. In fact some
ant bites hurt more than a spider bite.
Punctuate the following passage (32 to 33)
[02]
Then why are you in evening dress my precious As if youre paying a New Years Eve visit
Convert the following into indirect speech.
[03]
34. LOMOV
: No, mine, honoured Natalya Stepanovna
NATALYA
: Well, I never knew that before. How do you make that out?
LOMOV
: How? I’m speaking of those Oxen Meadows which are wedged in between
your birchwoods and the Burnt Marsh
Do as directed (Transformation of Sentence)
[05]
35. He never thought she had the sense to know we were making fun of her anyway. (Make Affirmative)
36. Don’t send it to me through the mail. (Add Question Tag)
37. The call had to booked 24 hours in advance. (Change Voice)
38. After reaching old age there is death (Simple to compound)
39. It’s too funny to argue. (Remove ‘too’ and use ‘so that….’)

SECTION D
Comprehend the passage and answer the given questions:
[04]
High-altitude climbing is still a very dangerous task in spite of the availability of oxygen masks and other
protective equipments which modem climbers take with them. These, of course, are indispensable
accessories of climbing, but more important than these is the stamina of the climber which ultimately
determines the success of his attempt. Throughout his superb presence of mind, he has to tread every
inch of the ground with the utmost care, death is his constant companion which he can keep at a
distance only with his utmost care, for a false step may not only strike him a fatal blow but also bring
disaster to the whole expedition. That is why all expeditions invariably take with them local guides who
are experienced climbers and who have a thorough knowledge of the nature of the terrain. Moreover,
a huge amount of capital is needed for financing these expeditions, and this is generally provided by
government or rich private organisations.
The primary object of a mountaineering expedition is to get to the top of a high mountain, which, in the
past, has withstood all attempts to conquer it. But it should not be presumed that the expedition is a
complete failure if it does not reach its destination. Sometimes, operations are temporarily suspended
because of bad weather, loss of some valuable equipment or the sudden death of a very important
member of the party. Every big expedition takes with it men who are interested in botany, biology,
geology, and various other branches of science, and these men carry with them equipment for recording
their observations concerning the weather, the terrain, and different forms of life in higher altitudes.
Other scientists, explorers and exhibitionists utilise the fruits of their observations. Thus, every
unsuccessful expedition contributes to the success of later expeditions. The British Expedition led by
Colonel Hunt would have found their way to the Everest much more difficult had not the earlier
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expeditions armed them with useful knowledge about the death-dealing weather which they had to
encounter in the vicinity of the summit.
40. What are the indispensable accessories of high altitude climbing? What is more important than these?
41. Why should a climber need to be very cautious in his attempt?
42. Why do expeditions take experienced local guides with them?
43. Pick out a word from the passage which mean the same as: that which you cannot do without
Read the poem and answer the questions given below it.
[04]
“Come, little leaves,” said the wind one day, “Come over the meadows with me and play.
Put on your dresses of red and gold; For summer is gone, and the days grow cold.”
Soon as the leaves heard the wind’s loud call, Down they came fluttering, one and all.
O’er the brown field then they danced and flew Singing the soft little songs they knew.
Dancing and whirling, the little leaves went, Winter had called them, and they were content.
Soon, fast asleep on their earthy beds, The snow laid a coverlet over their heads.
44. What does the third line of the first stanza tell us about the season of the year?
45. What does the poet mean by “Singing the soft little songs they knew”?
46. Why does the poet say the leaves are ‘fast asleep’?
47. What is the mood of the poem?
48. You are a resident of Vadodara. Recently your city witnessed very heavy rainfall which literally brought
the city to a halt. The city was flooded. You live in a low lying area and the Army choppers rescued you
and took you to a relief camp. Make a dairy entry to record your experience. Make atleast two diary
entries
[04]
OR
Manan had an argument with her mother (Sunita) over the matter of deciding time for watching TV. As
per her, Manan watch TV for quite a lot of time. Write at least four dialogues between them.
[04]
49. You have recently started a Dance class for children. Draft an advertisement to be published in a local
daily about it, giving all relevant details
[04]
OR
You are the Secretory of the Tour Organizing Committee of your school. Draft a notice inviting students
to join a trip to Kutch for Rannostav
[04]

SECTION E
50.
51.

52.

Your class visited a Museum to enrich the knowledge of history. Write a report about it with reference
to people, place and products associated with the visit.
[04]
Write a letter to editor of “The Times of India”, advocating the need for people to obey traffic rules for
safety, to be law abiding citizens, to wear helmets and to put on seat belts when driving on road. [05]
OR
Write an email to your younger brother asking him not to work very hard or tax himself too much. [05]
Write an essay in about 200 words on any one of the following:
[07]
1. Good Manners
[Good manners need to be cultivated – man without manners is animal – following different
customs–Manners maketh man – makes man popular and successful – win hearts of people]
2. A visit to “Vruddhaashram “
[day of visit – reason – meeting with the helpless aged person – their problems and
experiences – the life in the Home – your help – your views and suggestion]
OR
Complete the story and give it a suitable title.
[07]
Yesterday morning, I was getting ready for my school. As soon as I picked up my school bag,
someone knocked on the door. I opened the door and saw ….
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SECTION A
Read the following passage & select the most appropriate answers for questions given below: [04]
“Tea was first drunk in China,” Rajvir added, “as far back as 2700 B.C.! In fact words such as
tea, ‘chai’ and ‘chini’ are from Chinese. Tea came to Europe only in the sixteenth century and was drunk
more as medicine than as beverage.
1. Where was first tea drunk?
(a) Russia
(b) Portugal
(c) China
(d) Japan
2. When was tea first drunk?
(a) 2500 BC
(b) 2700 BC
(c) 2600 BC
(d) 300 BC
3. From which language are the words ‘chai’ and ‘chini’ derived?
(a) French
(b) Hindi
(c) English
(d) Chinese
4. When did tea come to Europe?
(a) in 16th century
(b) in 19th century
(c) in 18th century
(d) in 15th century
Fill in the Blanks choosing the correct words given in the bracket and write the answers only.
[04]
(answered, beloved, pitied, do not remind )
Poor Kisa Gotami now went from house to house, and the people ____(5) her and said, “Here is
mustard- seed; take it!” But when she asked, “Did a son or daughter, a father or mother, die in your
family?” they ____(6) her, “Alas! the living are few, but the dead are many. _____(7) us of our deepest grief.”
And there was no house but some one _____(8) had died in it.
Answer the questions in five to six sentences each
[08]
9. Why is Mij’s speices now known to the world as Maxwell’s otter?
10. What important decision did Maddie make? Why did she have to think hard to do so?
11. Why does the postmaster send money to Lencho? Why does he sign the letter ‘God’?
12. What does Mandela mean when he says he is “simply the sum of all those African patriots” who had
gone before him?
OR
What excuses does Peggy think up for her behaviour? Why?

SECTION B
Read the following verse and answer the following questions:
“I heard an old religious man
But yesternight declare
That he had found a text to prove
That only god, my dear,
Could love you for yourself alone
And not your yellow hair.”
13. What is the young man’s reply to the idea of the girl dying her hair?
14. What had the religious man found? What could his find prove?
Select the correct figures of speech from option given below:
15. ‘If there is nothing on the tree.’
(a) Apostrophe
(b) Litotes
(c) Alliteration
(d) Metaphor
16. ‘They do not lie awake in dark ….’
(a) Litotes
(b) Oxymoron
(c) Anastrophe
(d) Both a and b
Answer the question in five to six sentences
17. What is the central idea of the poem ‘Animals’ ?
18. Why is it important for everyone to experience loss and to stand up after it?
19. Describe a leopard as given in “How to tell wild Animal”.
OR
Why does the poet hold with those who ‘favour fire’?
Answer the question in five to six sentences
20. How did the doctor treat the dog?
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21. How is Asusable different from other secret agents?
22. Does Bholi enjoy her first day at school?
OR
Why does the marriage not take place?

SECTION C
In the following passage one word has been omitted in each line. Write the missing word along with
the word that comes before and after it. The first one has been done as an example.
[03]
Before
Missing
After
Panchtantra is collection of tales and fables.
e.g.
is
a
collection
The stories in Panchatantra are believed have
(23)
been written by Vishnu Sharma as early 3rd
(24)
century B.C. A king ancient India requested
(25)
Vishnu Sharma teach his son morals and values.
Fill in the blanks using articles(s), conjunction(s) and preposition(s) at the correct place. Write answer
only
[03]
High school is a critical time in the life of young people. On (26) ………..…… (a/the/an/no article) one
hand, teenagers are eager to enjoy their freedom and independence, while on the other hand, (27)
………….. (there/their/they/the) must be disciplined enough to keep (28) ...............................
(their/the/our/there) priorities straight. In my opinion, the family, the peer group and the school impact
high school students…..
Punctuate the following passage (29 to 30)
[02]
Cakes and bolinhas are a must for Christmas as well as other festivals Thus presence of the bakers
furnace in the village is absolutely essential
Convert the following into indirect speech.
[03]
31. “Well, anyway,” said Peggy, “she’s gone now, so what can we do? Besides, when I was asking her
about all her dresses, she probably was getting good ideas for her drawings. She might not even
have won the contest, otherwise.”
Do as directed (Transformation of Sentence)
[05]
32. I used to write and rewrite on piles and piles of paper. (lise 'would' and rewrite)
33. I can edit innumerable times. (Add a question tag)
34. Robots are more superior than humans.(Change the degree)
35. When I was a child, a lot of sparrows would come on our terrace. (Begin with "In my childhood....)
36. We shouldn't sit back and do nothing. (Rewrite as rhetorical question)

SECTION D
Comprehend the passage and answer the given questions:
[04]
Paper has more patience than people. I thought of this saying on one of those days when I was feeling a
little depressed and was sitting at home with my chin in my hands, bored and listless, wondering whether
to stay in or go out. I finally stayed where I was, brooding. Yes, paper does have more patience, and since
I’m not planning to let anyone else read this stiff-backed notebook grandly referred to as a ‘diary’, unless
I should ever find a real friend, it probably won’t make a bit of differences.
37. Who is the speaker in these lines?
38. Why does she decide to write s diary?
39. What, according to the speaker, is the advantage of diary over people?
40. Choose the correct option for the following:
Which word in the passage means the same as ‘lacking energy’?
(i) Depressed
(ii) Listless
(iii) Brooding
(iv) Unless
Read the poem and answer the questions given below it.
[04]
I prefer
Where I can nap,
On my nose
Warm fur,
An empty chair
On my hide.
A perfect fire,
When she’s not there
No cat I remember
To lie beside,
I want heat
Dislikes December
A cozy lap
On my feet
inside
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41. Who is the speaker of the above lines of poetry?
42. What does the cat like to do ?
43. Where does the cat like it warm?
44. Which word in the poem means: (a) Skin (b) A short sleep
45. Write a diary-entry on the audition for a reality show you witnessed
[04]
OR
Write a dialogue between a city boy and a country boy regarding the plus and minus points between
city and village/countryside
.
[04]
46. You are the sales executive of a famous tea company and you have been asked to draft an advertisement
for the product. Draft the advertisement using the information you collected for the role play. You can
draw pictures or add photographs and make your advertisement colorful
[04]
OR
Write a notice, to be displayed on the students’ Notice board is to be prepared regarding Annual
Function to be held on 1st March, 2020, in the school premises inviting students to participate in various
activities of it.
[04]

SECTION E
47.
48.

49.

Write a report on the street play on “Women Empowerment” held on International Women day [04]
Insanitary conditions have made life in your locality miserable. Write a letter to the Sanitary Inspector
of VMC,m requesting him to take necessary steps before it is too late. You are Harish/Harsha, 775
Punit nagar, VIP Road, Vadodara
[05]
OR
Write an email to your friend for thanking him for inviting you but due to XYZ reason you could not
attempt the birthday party
[05]
Write an essay in about 200 words on any one of the following:
[07]
1. Importance of Discipline in life
[What do you mean by discipline? – Advantages – Draw backs of not having discipline – Your
Views – Conclusion]
2. An Autobiography of an old bench
[Birth – usefulness – experiences from different sitters- proud to be in an educational institute
– conclusion]
OR
Complete the story which ends like below and give it a suitable title.
[07]
“……. Ultimately I won it as I was determined to achieve my goal.””
Hints: Humble family background – no guidance or support – ambition – difficulties - didn’t give up –
long struggle paved the way for success
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PRACTICE PAPER 3
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SECTION A
Read the following passage & select the most appropriate answers for questions given below: [04]
Perhaps it requires such depths of oppression to create such heights of character. My country is
rich in the minerals and gems that lie beneath its soil, but I have always known that its greatest
wealth is its people, finer and truer than the purest diamonds.
1. Whose country is referred to here?
(a) Nelson Mandela (b) George Washington
(c) Mahatma Gandhi (d) Martin Luther King
2. What country’s greatest wealth?
(a) its economy
(b) its infrastructure
(c) its people
(d) its resources
3. The minerals and gems are compared to whom?
(a) Diamonds
(b) Wealth
(c) Resources
(d) People
4. Mention the synonym of “Valuable Stones” in the passage?
(a) Minerals
(b) Diamonds
(c) Gems
(d) Soil
Fill in the Blanks choosing the correct words given in the bracket and write the answers only. [04]
(something more than, to give something, opened, stuck )
So, in order not to shake the writer’s faith in God, the postmaster came up with an idea: answer the letter.
But when he (5) ______ it, it was evident that to answer it he needed (6) _____ goodwill, ink and paper.
But he (7) ____ to his resolution: he asked for money from his employees, he himself gave part of his
salary, and several friends of his were obliged (8) ____ ‘for an act of charity’.
Answer the questions in five to six sentences each
[08]
9. What did Lencho write in his second letter ?
10. Why did Anne Frank think that she could confide more in her diary than in the people ?
11. What do the people of Coorg teach us ?
12. What happened when Maxwell took Mijbil to the bathroom ? What did Mijbil do two days after that ?
OR
Give examples from the text to show that Valli was a meticulous planner ?

SECTION B
Read the following verse and answer the following questions:
Listen. The glass is breaking.
The trees are stumbling forward
into the night. Winds rush to meet them.
The moon is broken like a mirror,
Its piece flash now in the crown
13. Winds rush to meet them, What does “Wind” symbolize?
14. Why does the moon seem to be broken?
Select the correct figures of speech from option given below:
15. “The moon is broken like mirror”
(a) Simple
(b) Alliteration
(c) Personification
(d) Both A and B
16. “I stand and look at them long and long”
(a) Alliteration
(b) Repetition
(c) Metaphor
(d) Both A and B
Answer the question in five to six sentences
17. How are animals superior to human beings?
18. How does the boy feel at the loss of his ball?
19. Why would young men be thrown into despair ?
OR
State why inner beauty is more important.
Answer the question in five to six sentences
20. Describe the “Parting Scene” between Tricki and Mrs Pumphery’s household
21. Describe the theif’s act of stealing Anil’s money. Why does he come back ?
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22. What was “the curious episode” that book place in clergyman’s study?
OR
What guesses are made by Think – Tank about the books found on earth?

SECTION C
The following passage has not been edited. There is one error in each of the lines. Write the incorrect
word and the correction in your answer sheets as given. Remember to underline the word that you
have supplied.
The giant whale are very harmless animals.
e.g.
whale whales
Their head is about one-third the size of a huge
(23)
body and in it sweep great quantities of tiny fish
(24)
and sea-weed. Inside the mouth there is no teeth.
(25)
but a arrangement of thin bones which
(26)
catch the food; so the whale sucks
(27)
down an endless meal as it move.
(28)
Fill in the blanks using articles(s), conjunction(s) and preposition(s) at the correct place. Write answer
only
[03]
(at, the, to, and, until, then)
She sat thus, glued (29) _____ her seat, _____ (30) the bus reached her village (31) ____ three forty.
She stood up (32) ____ starched herself. _____ (33) she turned to (34) ____ conductor and sai,
“Well, sir, I hope to see you again.”
Punctuate the following passage (35 to 38)
[02]
Boy said Peggy this shows she really likes us It shows she got our letter and this is her way of
saying that everythings all right. And that’s that I hope so said Maddie sadly.
Convert the following into indirect speech.
[03]
39. “CHAI-GARAM... garam-chai,” a vendor called out in a high-pitched voice. He came up to their window
and asked,” Chai, sa’ab?” “Give us two cups,” Pranjol said
Do as directed (Transformation of Sentence)
[05]
40. Uses of television are many. (Begin with 'There ….)
41. The snow has accumulated into thick layers. (Rewrite in present perfect continuous)
42. It is a one sided affair. (Add a question tag)
43. I had published short stories in London. (Frame a 'wh' question to get underlined part as an answer)
44. I have my money back. (Use a suitable modal auxiliary expressing obligation)

SECTION D
Comprehend the passage and answer the given questions:
[04]
Whether work should be placed among the causes of happiness or among the causes of
unhappiness may perhaps be regarded as a doubtful question. There is certainly much work which is
exceedingly irksome, and an excess of work is always very painful. However, work is not to most people
less painful than idleness. There are in work all grades, from mere relief to tedium upto the profoundest
delights, according to the nature of the work and the abilities of the worker. Most of the work that most
people have to do is not in itself interesting, but even such work has certain great advantages. To begin
with, it fills a good many hours of the day without the need of deciding what one shall do. Most people,
when they are left free to fill their own time according to their own choice are at a loss to think of anything
sufficiently pleasant to be worth doing. And whatever they decide on, they are troubled by the feeling
that something else would have been pleasanter. To be able to fill leisure intelligently is the last product
of civilization and at present very few people have reached this level. Moreover, the exercise of choice
is in itself tiresome. Except to people with unusual initiative it is positively agreeable to be told what to
do at each hour of the day, provided the orders are not too unpleasant. Most of the idle rich suffer
unspeakable boredom as the price of their freedom from drudgery. At times they may find relief by
hunting big game in Africa or by flying round the world, but the number of such sensations is limited,
especially after youth is past. Accordingly, the more intelligent rich men work nearly as hard as if they
were poor. Work, therefore is desirable, first and foremost as a preventive of boredom, for the boredom

10 GSEB

DEV LULLA SIR’S LULLA CLASSES

ENGLISH

13

that a man feels when he is doing something out of compulsion; though uninteresting work is as boring
as having nothing to do. With this advantage, of work another is associated, namely that it makes
holidays much more delicious when they come. Provided a man does not have to work so hard as to
impair his vigour, he is likely to find far more zest in his free item than an idle man could possibly find.
The second advantage of most paid work and some of unpaid work is that it gives chances of success
and opportunities for ambition. In most work, success is measured by income and while our capitalistic
society continues, this is inevitable. However dull work may be, it becomes bearable, if it is a means of
building up a reputation. Continuity of purpose is one of the most essential ingredients of happiness
and that comes chiefly through their work.
45. What does the author say about the grades of work?
46. What is the great advantage of work, as mentioned in the first paragraph?
47. How do rich men find relief from boredom? Can they always do so?
48. What are the advantages of work as explained by the author in the second paragraph?
Read the poem and answer the questions given below it.
[04]
The tall trees stood in the sunlight
As still as could be;
But the deep grass sighted and rusted,
And bowed and beckoned me.
The deep grass moved and whispered,
And bowed and brushed my face;
It whispered in the sunshine
"The winter comes apace."
49. Mention from the poem the things that moved and the things that didn't.
50. Write four sound words from the poem.
51. What is the grass doing to the poet?
52. What does the last line suggest?
53. You are passing through adolescence. You are aware that you get annoyed over trivial matters with
your mother. Write your feelings in a dairy. Make atleast two diary entries. One expressing your anger,
and the other expressing remorse.
[04]
OR
Write a dialogue between you and your friend Mahi about your recent vacation trip..
[04]
54. Draft the advertisement for weight loss treatment offered by Smruti Wellness Centre using Ultra Lipo
4D technique.
[04]
OR
As a librarian, write a notice to inform about the change in library timing and policies.
[04]

SECTION E
55.
56.

57.

Write a report on the stampede that occurred in a temple in Himachal Pradesh
[04]
You read an advertisement offering a house for sale. You wish to buy a house. Write a letter to the
advertiser asking details
[05]
OR
Write an email to manager of ICICI bank requesting him to provide you a new credit card.
[05]
Write an essay in about 200 words on any one of the following:
[07]
1. Your Vision of Swachh Bharat
[Swachhta Mission – activities – your efforts and views – conclusion]
2. Life Without Technology
[What is technology – advantages – disadvantages – your views – conclusion]
OR
Write the story and give it a suitable title
[07]
An illiterate teen – caught for pick–pocketing – sent to juvenile prison – forced to work for
betterment – a kind hearted noble man funds his education – becomes a school teacher.
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